Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LONDON 20488 201232Z 
ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO NSC-05 NSCE-00 INR-05 CIAE-00 
SP-02 PM-03 DODE-OO PRS-01 /039 W 

066223 /43 

R 201113Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8914 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LUXEMBOURG 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

CONFIDENTIAL LONDON 20488 

LIMDIS 

E. O. 1 1652:XGDS-1 
TAGS: EC, UK, CSCE, UN, CY, XJ 
SUBJECT: THE BRITISH PRESIDENCY: AGENDA FOR 
JANUARY 25-26 POLITICAL DIRECTORS MEETING AND 
JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 1 POLITICAL COOPERATION 
MINISTERIAL MEETING 

1 . WE WERE ASKED TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE DECEMBER 17 TO 
RECEIVE THE PROJECTED COMMUNITY AGENDA FOR POLITICAL 
CONSULTATION MEETINGS IN LONDON AT THE END OF JANUARY. 
ALTHOUGH SUBJECT TO CHANGE, THIS AGENDA REPRESENTS THE 
FOREIGN OFFICE'S BEST GUESS AS TO WHAT WILL BE DISCUSSED 
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BY POLITICAL DIRECTORS AND MINISTERS. WE HOPE TO RECEIVE 
A FORMAL AGENDA FROM HMG FOR THESE TWO GET TOGETHERS 
ABOUT TEN DAYS BEFORE THEY OCCUR. 

2. CYPRUS IS CERTAIN TO BE DISCUSSED BECAUSE AS WE WERE 
TOLD IT IS A "FESTERING SORE THAT WORRIES PEOPLE." 
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ALTHOUGH THE FRENCH ARE PRESSING FOR UNILATERAL ACTION 
BY THE COMMUNITY, MOST OF THE REST OF THE NINE ARE 
WAITING BREATHLESSLY FOR VIEWS ON THIS ISSUE FROM THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION. ALTHOUGH IT REALIZES THE DIFFICULTY 
OF ASKING WASHINGTON TO PASS ANY CONSIDERED JUDGMENT SO 
SOON AFTER THE INAUGURATION, HMG BELIEVES THIS IS THE 
MOST IMPORTANT SINGLE ITEM ON THE US/EC POLITICAL 
CONSULTATION AGENDA AT THE PRESENT TIME. 

3. CSCE WILL BE THE MOST TIME CONSUMING ITEM AT THESE 
MEETINGS. THE PRINCIPAL QUESTION PUT BEFORE THE 
MINISTERS WILL CENTER ON HOW THE BELGRADE DISCUSSIONS 
SHOULD BE CONDUCTED. THEY WILL ALSO LOOK AT A SHORT 
PAPER ON DETENTE PRODUCED BY EXPERTS. 

4. THE AGENDA ITEM WITH THE MOST ACRIMONIUS POTENTIAL 
CONCERNS THE MEMBER STATES' VOTING PERFORMANCE AT THE 
UNGA. A PAPER EVALUATING EC PERFORMANCE PREPARED BY THE 
NINE'S MISSIONS IN NEW YORK WILL BE FINISHED BY 

JANUARY 1 1 AND WILL BE CONSIDERED BY BOTH THE POLITICAL 
DIRECTORS AND THE MINISTERS. THE BRITISH WOULD LIKE TO 
DEVELOP AGREED PRINCIPLES OF CONDUCT THAT THE NINE WOULD 
USE IN DECIDING UN VOTES BUT UNDERSTAND THIS IS EASIER 
STUDIED THAN DONE. 

5. FOREIGN MINISTER CROSLAND WILL BRIEF HIS COLLEAGUES 
ON DEVELOPMENTS IN RHODESIA, PERHAPS OVER DINNER. 

6. THE MIDDLE EAST IS NOT PRESENTLY ON THE AGENDA, BUT 
THE BELGIANS HAVE BEEN APPROACHED BILATERALLY BY THE 
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EGYPTIANS WHO ARGUED FOR IMMEDIATE RECONVENING OF THE 
MIDDLE EAST CONFERENCE. THUS, THE BELGIANS MAY INSIST 
THAT THIS BE CONSIDERED BY THE NINE AT THESE LATE 
JANUARY MEETINGS. 

7. THE POLITICAL DIRECTORS AND MINISTERS WILL ALSO 
PROBABLY REVIEW THE CURRENT STATE OF THE EURO/ARAB 
DIALOGUE WITH PARTICULAR DISCUSSION OF THE OPENING 
STATEMENT THE EC WILL MAKE AT THE NEXT GENERAL COMMISSION 
MEETING IN TUNIS IN FEBRUARY. 

8. COMMENT: THIS TENTATIVE AGENDA MAY CHANGE TO SOME 
DEGREE BEFORE THESE MEETINGS ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE. BUT 
THE BRITISH ARE OBVIOUSLY DEDICATED TO GETTING US/EC 
POLITICAL CONSULTATION OFF ON THE RIGHT FOOT. ALTHOUGH 
WE TOO ARE AWARE OF THE DIFFICULTIES THE NEW ADMINISTRA- 
TION WILL FACE IN CONVEYING ITS VIEWS TO THE COMMUNITY 
SO SOON AFTER JANUARY 20, WE HOPE WASHINGTON WILL BE 
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ABLE TO PUT SOMETHING OF CONSIDERABLE SUBSTANCE ON THE 
EC PLATE FOR THESE FIRST POLITICAL COOPERATION MEETINGS 
OF THE UK PRESIDENCY. SPIERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MEETING AGENDA, MINISTER COUNSELORS, MINISTERIAL MEETINGS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: BoyleJA 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LONDON20488 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760466-0852 
From: LONDON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 229/aaaaayiq. tel 

Line Count: 118 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: BoyleJA 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 APR 2004 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <05 AUG 2004 by BoyleJA> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: THE BRITISH PRESIDENCY: AGENDA FOR JANUARY 25-26 POLITICAL DIRECTORS MEETING AND JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 1 
POLITICAL COOPERATION 

TAGS: PFOR, PORG, EC, UK, CY, XJ, CSCE, UN, EEC 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



